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The Scottish Parliament is in recess until October 22 2006
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	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Damian Green [50668]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many asylum-seeking children are in care.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The latest estimate is that approximately 5,500 unaccompanied asylum seeking children are receiving care and support from local authorities in he United Kingdom. This estimate is based on summary claims submitted by local authorities to the National Asylum Support Service in spring 2006 for reimbursement of the costs of supporting them. A precise figure can not be determined on this basis as some local authorities will have received separate funding, not from the Home Office, for a small number of accompanied children who have been taken into care.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061016/text/61016w0024.htm#06101720000005 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Justine Greening [91979]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people refused asylum in each of the last five years were subsequently granted exceptional leave to remain; and how many were granted (a) one year’s exceptional leave, (b) two years’ exceptional leave, (c) three years’ exceptional leave, (d) four years’ exceptional leave and (e) five or more years’ exceptional leave.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The requested information on the length of stay granted for exceptional leave to remain, humanitarian protection or discretionary leave to remain after an asylum application has been refused could be obtained only at disproportionate cost by examination of individual case records (humanitarian protection and discretionary leave to remain replaced exceptional leave to remain from 1 April 2003).

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061016/text/61016w0024.htm#06101720000005
Lynne Featherstone [92482]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many initial decisions in asylum applications to the Immigration and Nationality Directorate were overturned in each of the last five years.

Reply from Liam Byrne: Information on asylum appeals is published quarterly and annually. Copies of these publications and others relating to general immigration to the UK are available from the Library of the House and from the Home Office Research Development and Statistics Directorate website at 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061016/text/61016w0024.htm#06101720000005 

Tom Levitt [92759]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what (a) number and (b) percentage of asylum seekers received permission to stay in the UK (a) upon first application and (b) on appeal in the latest year for which figures are available. 

Reply from Liam Byrne: Information on asylum initial decisions and appeals are published quarterly and annually. Copies of these publications and others relating to general immigration to the UK are available from the Library of the House and from the Home Office Research Development and Statistics Directorate website at http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061016/text/61016w0024.htm#06101720000005
Edward Vaizey [92716]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what the nationality is of babies born in the UK to unaccompanied asylum-seeking young people.

Reply from Liam Byrne: Under section one of the British Nationality Act 1981, a child born in the United Kingdom will be a British citizen at birth only if at least one parent was then a British citizen or was settled in this country. For the purposes of the Act, a parent will have been “settled in the United Kingdom” if ordinarily resident here and not subject to any restriction under the immigration laws on the maximum length of his or her stay.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061016/text/61016w0024.htm#06101720000005


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Edward Vaizey: To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills what estimate he has made of the cost to local authorities of caring for unaccompanied asylum-seeking young people in each of the last three years. [92713]

Reply from Jim Knight: The Department does not collect this information centrally. The DfES provides funding towards meeting the costs of supporting unaccompanied asylum seeker care leavers, aged 18 and over. A total of £9 million was paid out in respect of the 2004-05 grant year, the first year of the grant. Claims for the 2005-06 grant year are still being submitted.

The Home Office provides additional funding to local authorities over and above mainstream funding to support unaccompanied asylum-seeking children (UASC), aged under 18. The claims submitted from local authorities to the Home Office for previous years have been:
£ million
2002-03

152.97

2003-04

157.21

2004-05

158.14

2005-06

(1)136.66

(1 )Claims are still being submitted for this year.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061012/text/61012w0006.htm#06101336000708 

Gordon Prentice [83846]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many foreign women joining spouses in the UK have sought indefinite leave to remain on the grounds of domestic violence in each of the last three years; and if he will make a statement.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The number of applications for indefinite leave to remain on the basis of domestic violence from foreign women in the last three years is as follows:

Number
2003

327

2004

649

2005

851

Between January 1 and 30 June 2006

438

This information has not been quality assured and is not a national statistic. It should be treated as provisional management information and may be subject to change.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061018/text/61018w0016.htm#0610196000009 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Greg Hands [84413]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what guidelines granting leave to remain to those seeking asylum in the UK he has issued which should be taken account of in decisions taken of the length of time taken to process an application.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The Asylum Policy Instruction 'Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights' states that delay in determining an application will be taken into account when removal is considered. Delay will be set alongside other factors, such as family ties, and will rarely determine the outcome in itself. Other provisions take into account the overall length of a person's stay in the UK.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061018/text/61018w0016.htm#0610196000009 

Lynne Featherstone [88535]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many substantive asylum applications were decided within two months in each of the last five years. 

Reply from Liam Byrne: Information on the timeliness of asylum cases is published in the quarterly asylum statistics on the Home Office Research Development and Statistics Directorate website at: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061018/text/61018w0016.htm#0610196000009 
James Clappison [76437]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to his oral statement of 3 May 2006, Official Report, columns 969-73, on deportation and removals, what plans he has to consult on proposals to achieve a more coherent approach to taking criminality into account in decisions on who is allowed into the UK, who is allowed to stay, who is granted settlement and who can acquire British citizenship; and what the timetable is for such consultation.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The IND review paper “Fair, effective, transparent and trusted: Rebuilding confidence in our immigration system”, which we published on 25 July 2006 explained that we will introduce an early Bill to take new powers, including to ensure that foreign national prisoners automatically face deportation. Work on wider criminality issues will take account of the work on foreign national prisoners and be taken forward within the context of IND's new strategic objectives of strengthening our border, and ensuring enforcement and compliance with our immigration laws, removing the most harmful people first. The work on simplifying the legal framework for immigration, on which proposals for consultation will be ready by April 2007, will also be relevant to a coherent approach to criminality.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061018/text/61018w0018.htm#0610196000020 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
New publication
Summary of Consultation responses to the Asylum and Immigration Tribunal (Procedure)(Amendment) Rules 2006 
http://www.dca.gov.uk/consult/asylumrules/condoc-cp1406-resp.pdf 
News
Asylum seekers deported to Algeria   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/72236.html
Cameron picks Scots platform to raise immigration issue   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/politics.cfm?id=1529352006
Asylum for circumcision-fear teen 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6062700.stm 

Scotland's new cultural cousins

http://heritage.scotsman.com/people.cfm?id=1495702006 

Move to help migrants' children 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/tayside_and_central/6069078.stm 

Reid to stem flow of low-skill immigrants   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2415866,00.html
A family scarred by Dungavel   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2413228,00.html
Very unBritish way of becoming a Brit   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2415271,00.html
Britain shuts the door on new wave of migrants    

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,1928575,00.html
TOP



	Race Relations
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Mike Hancock [91730]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to the answer of 9 August 2006 to Question 85303, which other Buddhist organisations his Department consults.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The list of contacts the department has for Buddhist groups includes The Buddhist Society and the London Buddhist Vihara as well as the Network of Buddhist Organisations. We do not hold records when or how often organisations are consulted.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061016/text/61016w0024.htm#06101720000006 
Edward O'Hara (94068):To ask the Minister of State, Department for Constitutional Affairs, what education and training is given to officials on (a) religious and cultural issues relating to death and the disposal of the dead, (b) human rights obligations to respect family life and (c) the manifestation of religious beliefs to assist them to ensure that the exhumation licence process is sensitively handled.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61016w01.htm 

Anne Main (95634):To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, what his (a) Department's policy is on the display of religious (i) artefacts, (ii) symbols and (iii) dress by its staff; how many staff have been subject to disciplinary proceedings regarding this policy in each of the last five years; and if he will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61019w01.htm 
Westminster Early Day Motion
Dawn Baker: Black History Month (2780):  That this House notes that there has been a continuous black presence in Great Britain since as early as 1772; welcomes Black History Month as part of efforts to raise awareness about the contribution of black and ethnic minorities to Great Britain's cultural, scientific and many other achievements; expresses concern that the teaching of black history is often confined to topics about slavery or post-war immigration; further notes that mainstreaming black history would allow schools to challenge stereotypes, ignorance and racism; further notes that fully integrating black and ethnic minority history into the curriculum could be an effective tool for challenging the underachievement of ethnic minority students; and urges the Government to integrate fully black and ethnic minority history into the education curriculum and include, for example, `When We Ruled' by Robin Walker as part of the teaching of world history.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/61017e01.htm 



	Race Relations (continued)
News
Muslim anger as MPs speak out against wearing veils   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/72257.html
Veiled threat   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=veiled-threat%26method=full%26objectid=17937028%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
MPs condemned for 'scoring points' in veils controversy   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1530072006
Only a fully secular state can protect women's rights    

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/story/0,,1924021,00.html
The niqab and the cross   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/72214.html
Blair calls veils "a mark of separation"   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1539592006
If co-operation is the goal, loose talk is not the way to go about it   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=1537452006
The Muslim veil is a sign of separation, says Blair

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,172-2409164,00.html 

Blair backs suspension of veil woman   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/72418.html
Blair fuels clash by calling veil 'a mark of separation'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1541752006
Muslims say Blair's integration call divisive   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1545222006
Lifting the veil on religions and dress code    

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/lo/features/7025154.html
'No discrimination' in veil row     

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/bradford/6066726.stm



	Race Relations 
News (continued)
Assistant in veil row 'victimised'   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=assistant-in-veil-row-victimised-%26method=full%26objectid=17962560%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
We are treated as outcasts in Britain, says Muslim teacher in veil furore   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1554042006
Cameron voices veils debate fear 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6068320.stm
The woman at centre of veil case    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6068408.stm
School veil-row woman reveals fear for Muslims   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5058379.html
Muslim veils critics get a new backer   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1555012006
Teaching assistant in veil row seeks legal aid for appeal   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1557972006
Lifting veils is wrong, says McConnell   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2416270,00.html
Is the veil debate doing more harm than good?    

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/comment/story/0,,1928371,00.html
Lifting the veil on propagandists   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=1563072006
Kelly urges response to extremism    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6053992.stm
British Muslims are not demonised, claims Kelly   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/72315.html
Muslims being lost to extremism says Reid   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1563292006
All faith schools 'must cross ethnic and religious barriers'   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,172-2409230,00.html


	Race Relations 
News (continued)
Faith schools urged to promote "cohesion"   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1544672006
Johnson announces diversity classes for adults

http://politics.guardian.co.uk/publicservices/story/0,,1925393,00.html 

Race boss warns of ‘fire’ on streets   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2416021,00.html
Talk now, or reap the whirlwind   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,2092-2415270,00.html
Race chief warns of 'fire on the streets'    

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this_britain/article1919123.ece
TOP



	Race Equality
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Mark Hoban (97318):To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, what assessment he has made of the extent to which the rules on Alternatively Secured Pensions discriminate against any individuals on the grounds of their religious faith.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61016w01.htm 

Paul Goodman (94351):To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, with which Muslim organisations she has had discussions in relation to accommodating the religious requirements of Muslims from abroad during the 2012 Olympics; and if she will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61016w01.htm 
Paul Goodman (94352):To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, what discussions she has had with (a) the Mayor of London and (b) the London Development Agency on accommodating the religious requirements of Muslims from abroad during the 2012 Olympics; and if she will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61016w01.htm 




	Race Equality

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Mark Hoban (97318):To ask Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, what assessment he has made of the extent to which the rules on Alternatively Secured Pensions discriminate against any individuals on the grounds of their religious faith.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61016w01.htm 

Paul Goodman (94351):To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, with which Muslim organisations she has had discussions in relation to accommodating the religious requirements of Muslims from abroad during the 2012 Olympics; and if she will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61016w01.htm 
Paul Goodman (94352):To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, what discussions she has had with (a) the Mayor of London and (b) the London Development Agency on accommodating the religious requirements of Muslims from abroad during the 2012 Olympics; and if she will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61016w01.htm 
Paul Goodman (94353):To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, what plans she has to accommodate the religious requirements of Muslims from abroad during the 2012 Olympics; and if she will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61016w01.htm 
Colin Challen [92410]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what actions are being taken under Schedule 1, Part 1, Section 2 of the Equality Act 2006 to ensure that experience and knowledge of issues relating to non-religious belief are being addressed in the appointment of Commissioners.

Reply from Meg Munn: The Equality Act requires the Secretary of State to have regard to the desirability of the Commissioners together having experience and knowledge relating to the relevant matters. However, this does not imply that there will be strand-specific Commissioners and it is right that the CEHR adopt a cross-strand approach to meet the needs of 21(st) century society.

The advertisement made specific mention of belief to encourage applications from candidates with expertise in belief as distinct from religion. The criteria for these posts also included the following criterion, which I consider relevant to your question:

“[Having] A demonstrable commitment to, and understanding of, the wider context of the equalities, human rights, good relations agendas and an understanding of the communities CEHR will champion and the issues they face”.

The process, therefore, is designed to encourage applications from the widest range candidates possible. This, together with the staff and resources that will be made available to it, will enable the CEHR to promote equality of opportunity and to work towards the elimination of unlawful discrimination on behalf of all those issues, covered by the equality legislation including belief.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061012/text/61012w0001.htm#06101336000651


	Race Equality (continued)
News
Minority staff in civilian jobs at Met more likely to be sacked

http://www.guardian.co.uk/race/story/0,,1923412,00.html 

Ethnic minorities stepping out of shadows in political link-up   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1549952006
Asian women earn 28% less than white    

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this_britain/article1919101.ece
TOP



	Racism
Westminster Parliamentary Question
Diane Abbott (94906):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what assessment he has made of the effect of institutional racism in the police force on anti-terrorism strategies in the community.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61017w01.htm 
News
Intruder challenged cleric over religion three months before attack 
http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/72202.html
Police hunt man who attacked imam at mosque   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1529812006
Race-hate attack on Muslim leader   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5058178.html
Man held for imam attack   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=man-held-for-imam-attack-%26method=full%26objectid=17948522%26siteid=66633-name_page.html



	Racism (continued)
News
Car drove at black security guard     

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/edinburgh_and_east/6054996.stm   

Car drove at black security guard 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/edinburgh_and_east/6054996.stm 

Football aims to kick racism out of game   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1538142006
Complaints of anti-terror police harassing Muslim communities   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/72560.html
Racist crime increases in Angus   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/tayside_and_central/6065920.stm
Racial murders: nearly half the victims are white    

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,1928559,00.html
TOP



	Other Westminster
Parliamentary Questions
Greg Knight (94079):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what estimate he has made of the number of inmates at each prison establishment who are (a) (i) practising and (ii) non-practising (A) Church of England, (B) Roman Catholic, (C) non-conformist Christian, (D) Hindu, (E) Muslim, (F) Sikh and (b) non-affiliated; when this information was last assessed; how often this information is collected; what mechanisms exist to ensure that there is suitable provision for religious expression for each faith and denomination; and if he= will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61016w01.htm 
Greg Knight (94080):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what proportion of (a) governor grade staff, (b) governing governors, (c) Prison Service Area Managers and (d) Prison Service Management Board are (i) (A) practising and (B) non-practising (1) Church of England, (2) Roman Catholic, (3) non-conformist Christian (4) Hindu, (5) Muslim, (6) Sikh and (ii) non-affiliated; and if he will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61016w01.htm 


	Other Westminster

Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Greg Knight (94179):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what guidance his Department has issued to prison governors on the permission of expression of religious faith; and if he will make a statement.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61016w01.htm 

Paul Goodman (94436):To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills, how much money was received from his Department by maintained Muslim faith schools in England in each of the past five years.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61016w01.htm
Press Releases 
Kelly: local authorities crucial in tackling extremism
http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1002882&PressNoticeID=2266 

Culture Minister David Lammy on press freedom and diversity: "The right to be offensive doesn't mean it's right to be offensive."
http://www.culture.gov.uk/Reference_library/Press_notices/archive_2006/dcms130_06.htm 
Making Places in Faith Schools Available to Other Faiths

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2006_0149 
TOP



	New Publications
Black and Minority Ethnic groups’ experiences and perceptions of crime, racially motivated crime and the police: findings from the 2004/05 British Crime Survey
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs06/rdsolr2506.pdf 

Making sense of human rights
http://www.dca.gov.uk/peoples-rights/human-rights/pdf/hr-handbook-introduction.pdf 
Human rights: human lives
http://www.dca.gov.uk/peoples-rights/human-rights/pdf/hr-handbook-public-authorities.pdf 

A Guide to the Human Rights Act 1998

http://www.dca.gov.uk/peoples-rights/human-rights/pdf/act-studyguide.pdf
TOP



	Other News
Time for a secular state?   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2415688,00.html
Is it time to take God out of the state?   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2415625,00.html
Black pupils close GCSE grade gap    

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,1928499,00.html
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Adoption and Children Bill (Education)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/index.htm 
Stage 2 
Adult Support and Protection Bill (Health Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/index.htm 
Stage 1

Bankruptcy and Diligence Bill (Enterprise and Culture Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/50-bankruptcyDiligence/index.htm 
Stage 2 
Christmas Day and New Year's Day Trading Bill (Justice 2 Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/59-xMasDay/index.htm 

Stage 1
Commissioner for Older People Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/71-CommOldPeople/index.htm 
SPICe briefing

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-06/SB06-67.pdf  

Delegated Powers Memorandum

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/71-CommOldPeople/b71s2-introd-dpm.pdf 



	Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
Criminal Proceedings etc (Reform) Bill (Justice 1 Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/index.htm 
Stage2 

Legal Profession and Legal Aid (Scotland) Bill (Justice 2 Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/index.htm 
Stage 2 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill (Education Committee)
Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-introd.pdf
Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-introd-pm.pdf
Delegated Powers Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-introd-dpm.pdf 

St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill (Enterprise and Culture)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/41-stAndrew/index.htm 
Second Report at Stage 1

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/enterprise/reports-06/ecr06-15.htm 

Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Bill

Bill    http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/b68s2-introd.pdf 

Explanatory notes   

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/b68s2-introd-en.pdf 

Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill (Justice 1)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/48-scottishCommissioner/index.htm 
Stage 2 
Bills in Progress
Westminster
Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/036/2006036.pdf  

Legislative and Regulatory Reform Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/111/2006111.pdf



	Bills in Progress

Westminster (continued)
Scottish Parliament (Candidates) Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/073/2006073.pdf 

** Violent Crime Reduction Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/066/2006066.htm
Report Stage amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/112/amend/ml112-ir.htm 
Report Stage House of Lords

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/61016-0002.htm#0610163000007 

and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/61016-0004.htm#06101616000001 

and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/61016-0006.htm#06101621000001 

Bill as amended at Report stage

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/154/2006154.pdf 
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	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
** closes this week!
Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Joint Equality Scheme 

(24 October 2006) 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/joint-equality/jes-draft.pdf 

** closes this week!
Prostitution (Public Places) (Scotland) Bill (27 October 2006)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/lg/inquiries/ppp/ProstitutionPublicPlacesScotlandBill-CallforEvidence.htm 



	Consultations (continued)
** closes this week!
Further Education: Raising Skills, Improving Life Chances – the Implications for Race Equality (England) (27 October 2006)
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/downloadableDocs/FE%20Reform%20REIA%20Consultation%20Document.doc 

Response form   http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/downloadableDocs/FE%20REIA%20Consultation%20On_Line%20Response%20Form.doc
Sites for Gypsies and Travellers (online discussion forum – no closing date)

http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1503228 

and 

http://forum.communities.gov.uk/forum/sites
The Higher Education Programme - Consultation for Race Equality Impact Assessment Purposes (England and Wales) (31 October 2006)

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/conDocument.cfm?consultationId=1416 

Call for evidence on the Protection for Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill 
(10 November 2006)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-comm-06/ced06-005.htm
** One Scotland: Young Scot online consultation about racism

(Young Scot is for people between the ages of 12 and 26)
13 November 2006

http://www.youngscot.org/loudandclear/surveys/index.asp?a=sc&ID=332&s=192&sr=828 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Rolling Review

8 January 2007

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=a053326f-49a5-4858-a1f7-7dc84b38e613 
Regeneration formal investigation (31 January 2007)

http://www.cre.gov.uk/about/regeneration/callforevidence.html 

and

http://www.cre.gov.uk/about/regeneration.html 
Moving on Up? Visible Minority Ethnic Women at Work (no closing date given)
http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/BME_women_%20Scottish_interim_report.pdf



	Consultations (continued)
Transformation of Work: Delivering the workplace of tomorrow for the workforce of tomorrow (no closing date given)

http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/Transformation_of_work.pdf 

and

http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=18834 
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	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week

**this week!

Tackling Racial Harassment
24 and 26 October 2006 in Glasgow (6.30-8.30)

PAiH/Show Racism the Red Card events to raise awareness about racial harassment, with presentations by Victim Support, the Office of the Procurator Fiscal, Strathclyde Police, the Anti-Social Behaviour Taskforce and (26 October only) self-help workshop run by Legal Action for Women. For information contact PAiH 0141 3532220.

Islam and Interfaith Relations

All evening lectures in Glasgow
30 October 2006       A Muslim View of Hinduism / A Hindu View of Islam

6 November 2006     A Muslim View of Buddhism / A Buddhist View of Islam

13 November 2006   A Muslim View of Christianity / A Christian View of Islam

For more information see http://www.religions.divinity.gla.ac.uk/Centre-Interfaith/geraldWeis.html or contact Perry Schmidt-Leukel  p.schmidt-leukel@arts.gla.ac.uk
Faithful Cities

3 November in Glasgow

Conference for faith leaders, policy makers, community development practitioners, social workers, youth workers, teachers to reflect in a multi disciplinary, multi faith group on the implications of the Faithful Cities Report for Scottish cities. For information contact Jenny Arnott 0131 650 7991 / J.Arnott@ed.ac.uk or see 

http://www.div.ed.ac.uk/content/1/c4/10/49/Faithful%20cities.pdf 




	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Meetings with Malcolm Chisholm Meeting MSP, Minister for Communities

6 November 2006 in Dumfries and Galloway (2.00 – 4.00)

15 January 2007 in Fife (1.00 – 3.00)

5 February 2007 in Dundee (1.30 – 3.30)
As part of the Scottish Executive commitment to the Race Equality agenda in Scotland and engagement with grassroot communities, the Minister of Communities, Malcolm Chisholm MSP, will be conducting, in partnership with the Black and Ethnic Minorities Infrastructure in Scotland (BEMIS), a series of consultations with Ethnic Minority Communities across Scotland. The aim is to consult directly with the local community groups and projects, ensuring their voices are heard, addressing issues of concern and needs. For information contact BEMIS adnan.miyasar@bemis.org.uk /  0141 548 80 47 

Tackling the Diversity Deficit in Scottish Politics
7 November 2006 in the Scottish Parliament (6.30 – 9.00)

CRE policy reception to discuss the under-representation of ethnic minorities in Scottish politics at all levels. Our forthcoming policy reception, Tackling the Diversity Deficit in Scottish Politics is intended to bring representatives from Scotland's political parties together with individuals who feel under-represented to debate the barriers to ethnic minority participation in Scottish politics. This is your opportunity to hear from politicians what they want to do to get you more involved in politics and for you to tell them about what's stopping you. For information contact Uschi Stickroth by 17th October 2006: 0131 524 2000 / ustickroth@cre.gov.uk / 

Building Bridges Launch

9 November 2006 in Glasgow (10.00-1.00)

Launch of the new SCVO & GCVS Building Bridges Organisational Development Programme Find out more about free practical training for voluntary organisations that will help you take a step by step approach to implementing equalities and human rights practices in to your organisation. For information contact Mairi Whannel mairi.whannel@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030
Race, Religion and Culture

15 Novembr 2006 in Glasgow

Seminar looking at the impact of race, faith and culture and focusing on the needs and issues facing the various diverse religious groups across Scotland. For information contact info@meem.biz  / 0700 5 963 932

CRE Race Convention 2006

27 and 28 November 2006 in London

This year the Commission for Racial Equality - established by the 1976 Race Relations Act to lead the fight against discrimination and to promote good race relations - celebrates its 30th anniversary. To mark the occasion, the CRE is convening an international race convention - the first of its kind in the UK. It will be a landmark event with high-profile speakers, up-to-the-minute debate, practical workshops, a host of cultural activities and fantastic networking opportunities. 

For information contact Laura Brownlee laura.brownlee@neilstewartassociates.co.uk / 

020 7324 4372 / or see  http://www.raceconvention2006.com/home.html


	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Jewish and Scottish – the threads and the tartan

28 November 2006 in Edinburgh (5.30pm)

Lecture by Ephraim Borowski, Director of the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities. For information contact the Centre for Theology and Public Issues ctpi@ed.ac.uk / 0131 650 7991.

** Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations (SCVO) AGM

5 December 2006 in Edinburgh

For information contact Alex Thomson alex.thomson@scvo.org.uk / 0131 474 6152
** National Standards for Community Engagement

7 December 2006 in Inverness

12 December 2006 in Fife

23 January 2007 in Dundee

25 January 2007 in Glasgow
The National Standards for Community Engagement were developed by the Scottish Community Development Centre (SCDC) as a practical tool to help everyone involved in community engagement to make it work better. These four regional events will enable everyone to share experience of what works well in community engagement. For information contact SCDC 0141 248 1924.

**date changed!

Widening the Way in

19 January 2007 in Falkirk

BME Linked Work & Training Programme and SCVO interactive conference to share learning on how voluntary organisations can support people from excluded and disadvantaged communities to access training and educational opportunities from colleges and universities. For information contact Cathie Rowell cathie.rowell@scvo.org.uk / 0141 225 8003
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	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 



	Useful Links (continued)
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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